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Dear Sir

HIWARAU C BLOCK

I, being the Chairman of the newly elected Responsible Trustees
of Hiwarau C Block, and one island comprising approximately 800
acres, have been asked to seek your assistance. There is much
confusion about the block, and the Responsible Trustees request
that the Waitangi Tribunal investigate the circumstances relating
to its deterioration, and make recommendation accordingly to the
Maori Land Court, in Rotorua.

1) Prior to confiscation the original area was about 1321
acres f/thd bbihdary being from Maraetoto Stream to the west
of Ohiwa Harbour. Granted under the 4th and 6th Clauses of
the Confiscation Lands Act 1867.

2) after confiscation the land granted to the rebels comprised
1200 acres and one island. The rebels numbered 30 women who
were blamed with Mokomoko for the murder of Volkner. Refer
Document A, Maori Land Court, dated 17th March 1898.

3) From 1867 to 1962 that 1200 acres has been drastically

reduced to 800 acres, and one island. Refer Maori Land
Court document A, judge Seamnet, March 1895, Pg 2.
After 98 years we are left with mismanagement by the Land
Court, and the Maori Trustee. As a result we are left with
much run down block of land, no finance, and arrears in
rates and rent.

We are capable of managing this block, but feel as Trustees
acting on Behalf of the owners, we are severely disadvantaged.

We look forward to an early response.
Yours faithfully

(;2Q¢¢2¢¢f7z; /2622§32é§%/(5§522§

Tuiringa Mokomoko
CHAIRMAN
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H. Dunbar Johnson,= Judge.
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HINARAY.

JUDGUENT.

In this onse, Te Warana Mokomoko and others ask
for the definition of relative {nterosts in the Hiwarau Blook
and olaim that only thirty persons saxe entitled to full
righte as belng renlly members of the Upokorehe Tribe, to
whdm thoy ctate that the grant of land made by the Government
was restrioted. They also otate that the other twenty-six
persons in the title are members of N'Karetehe, N'Hunapo,

Te EKareke and other hapus = not Upokorehe - znd that there-
fore they should get merely nominal interests, as having
been included in the title without righﬁ.

Mihaere Rehua, on behalf of the perscons OBJeoted
to Bat up a o0abo, which was afterwards gonduoted by Rimaha te
Pahau, who olaims that most of the twenty-six persons arae
really Upckorehe, which is a general name given, in connection
with the killing of Talkurere, to the people of a number of
hapus in the Ohiwa district - the descendants of Raumoa -
and objeats to several of the thirty peraons‘rapresented by
Te Warsna Mokomoko, a8 being members of another branch of
the Upokorshes - N'Raumoa and N'Patu - who have baocome
identified with Whakatohea, and got land at Opape, eta.

This blook - and the island named Hoklanga, in

~

{ts vioinity - formed part of the area gonfiscated by the

Govornment at the time of the wars. It was subsequently

avarxded by the Compensation Court, in conjunction with Ur. (
I.A. ¥Wilson, Crown Agent, to fifty-six persons named &ao \
being members of the Upokorehse hapu - as stated in notioe {
publishod in the N.Z. Gazette of l4th ¥o vember, 1874 - but !
the relatlive interests of thoee parsona were not then

defined.
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At the outset of this case, the Court explained
that, being confisoated land returned by the Government to
specified individuale, the ancestral title was not involved,
but Ta Warana Mokomoko was very desirous of bringing out
cortain matters in oupport of his oclaim and the Court
allowed him to prooeed.

A good deol of conflioting evidence has been
given but the Court 18 of opinion that Tapul to Kska's
ovidenoo ip reliable and that the name Upokorehe wap &
general name applied to people of var ious hapus living in
tho Ohiwg/Walotahe distriot.

Reference has been made to evidence glven
before Judge Scannell in Ha:éh, 1895, at the hearing of
claim to sucaeed to the interest of Tawhi, deceased, in
this blook. re Warana Mokomoko lald partigular stress.on
the fact that Rawiri Makawe (who was then alive end gave
evidenoce) was well-versed in genealogigs, eto. but thio
Court found that the evidence he gave distinotly supported ;
the viow now urged by Te Warana's opponents. Hemi
Kakitu was also then alive, and gave evidence, beling
pupported on that ocoation by Wi te Akeake, who {s, strange
to oay, on the opposite sidal |

This Court is of opinion that, when adopting

the name Upokoreha aB & collective name for the fifty-six /
paroong in the sohedule of owners of this block, the
Compensation Court and Crown Agent did eo merely to dlis-

tinguish a oertain vet of .eople who had lived in the

e ——— =T

Ohimg/Walotahe distriat and for whom land wae to bLe pro- dq
vided for gsettlement purpoBes. The award then made was

final and conclusive in favour of the individuals named,

-~ ——— .

and it was not then contemplated that there should be &

further enquiry with a wlew to (practically) the

e ————

olimination of any who ocould not olaim to be ancestrally

gonnectod with the Upokorahe. It appears to be quite
trus that a few individuals really belonged to outgide o
tyibes - ough as N'Kashungunu, eta. = but they had become
identified with the Ohiwa/Waiotaha people‘owing to long

83



-3=
residence amongst them, and it is to be presumed that, in
i{nogluding those persons in the schedule, the Compensation
Court and Crown Agent were fully aware of their positione.
80 aleo in respeot of persons inaluded in other awards =
at Opapo, ota. = this Court assumes that the Compensation
Courkuand Crown Agent were fully cognizant of those
mattors and had good reasons for the aotlon they took.

This Court hao eimply to complete work left
unfinished by the Compensation Qourt - that is, the
dofinition of the relative interests of the owners. 59
puch had boen done at the time that the 1list of owners
wop Bettled, this Court feels quite sure that all would
have beon tre%ted fairly and that no attempt would then
have been made to oust anybody, or to glve merely
nominal interescts, more espcciall} such persons ey Hemi
Kakitu and Te Telra Haruru, who were undoubtedly leading
men, and who were 80 regagg/by the Compensation Court
and Crown Agent. To do what hus been asked would be
pimply going behind the award of the Compensation Court, L
and would bs virtually making a fresh order 1in favour of
a limited number of persons - a position whioh this
Court is not prepared to take upe.

Taking that view, this Court awards three
shares to eash adult male, two shares to each adult
female, and one share to eaoch child - as set out in list
published in the N.Z. Gazette of 14th November, 1874 -
making a total of 122 shares.

Order accordingly.
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